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THE 
TRIAL of LOUIS XVI. 


'O December 3, 1792, M. Barbaroux demanded that 
| Louis XVI. late King of the French, ſhould be put 
upon his trial. M. Chatlier moved that he ſhould be de- 
creed to be in a ſtate of accuſation, and a great part. of the 
aſſembly immediately approved the latter motion. 

M. Roberſpierre faid that to propoſe the trial of Louis in 
any manner, was to go backward towards deſpotiſm; it was 
a counter-revolution idea, for it placed the revolution in 
diſpute. | | —y 

I propoſe,” ſaid he, to decide inſtantly upon the 
fate of Louis XVI; to refer his wife to the ordinary tri- 
bunals, as well as all thoſe accuſed of the ſame offences; 
and to iwpriſon his ſon until peace and liberty thall be 
Hrmly eſtabliſned. For Lonis I demand that the National 
Convention ſhall declare him a traitor to the French nation, 
and a, criminal to humanity. I demand his puniſhment 
even upon the very ſpot where, on the roth of Auguſt, 
the-martyrs of liberty died, and that a monument be ereted 
upon the ſpot in memory of the event. | 

N. Petion contended that the Convention, in paſſing a 
decree of accuſation, would full the office, of 4 jury of 
accuſation, and would retuſe giving any deciſion themſelves. 
He thought that the queſtion could not be referred to any 
of the preſent tribunals, becauſe tribunals, could only 
apply the laws. of which there were, at preſent, hone upon 
the {ubjet, He moved to declare, hrit, whether Louis XVI 
thould be judged—and by whom? 

M. Roberſpierre, after much oppoſition from the Conven- 
tion produced his motion is writing, which the galleries 
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applauded with great vehemence. The queſtion. was put 


upon the firk motiom and carried ip the following terms— 
1 es 
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« The National Convention decrees that Louis XVI ſhall 
be judged by the Convention. 

M. Julien then began an oration. Jemanding the inſtant 
death of Louis. The aſſembly would not hear it through- 
out. 

M. Phillippeaux demanded, that the Aſſembly ſhould 
proceed without interruption to dettrmine the tate of Louis. 
RNoberlpierre propofed to derenicbe upon the hrit mo- 
tion; but at length it was decreed— That the Conven- 
tion ihall employ itſelf every day, from eleven o clock till 
$x, in the trial of Louis XVI. 


DECEMBER 9g. | 

M. Lindet, one of the committee of pintbty: one, -preſent- 
ed himſelf at the bar of the Convention, to make a report 
of the a& announcing the charges made againſt Louis X VI. 

The report begins with the circumſtances of the 20th of 
June, 1789, when the king interrapred' tHe fittings of the 
National Conſtituent Aﬀſembl , Which then removed to a 
tennis court. It mentions, that on the th of July, the 
hall of the National Aſſembly was ſurrounded by foreign 
troops; that on the gth the king refuſed to diſmiſs them; 
that on the 16th, the king refuſed to receive the Preſident of 
the National Aſſembly; and that on the 2oth of June, 1791, 
he leſt Paris, with his family. | 

- It, paſſes through ſeveral other citettinianichs making 
obſervations upon them all, to the 10th of Auguſt, on the 
morning of whick it avers, the king reviewed his Swiſs 


troops, and commanded them to fire upon the people. 


Jour orders, 


6 May or, two municipal officers, 


The commandant general faid— Louis Capet attends 

The unfortunate Louis then appear at the bar. The 

d Generals Santerre and 

Wuütenkoff entered with him. The guard remained on the 
outſide, in the hall. 

Prefident, Louis, the French Nation accuſes you, 


The National Convention, Hasyrefolved, on the third of 
December, that you ſhall be Judged by itfelf; on the 6th of 


December it was decreed, that you fhonld be brought 10 
the bar. They are about to read the at which announces 
the crimes imputed to you, You may fir down.“ 

Lovis feated himſelf. One 


By. 

One of the ſecretaries read the whole act. The Preſident 
taking each article of accuſation, called ſucceſſively upon 
Louis, to anſwer to the different charges which it contained, 
He then fad 

+ Louis, the French people accuſe you of having com- 
mitted a multitude of crimes to eſtabliſh your tyranny and 
deſlroy their, liberty, You attacked, on the 29th of June, 
1789 the ſovereignty of the people, by ſuſpending forcibly 
the aſſemblies of their repreſentatives, aud by repulſing 
them with violence from the place of their fitting. The 
proof is in the proceſs verbal, drawn up in the tennis 
court of Verſailles, by the members of the Conſlituent 
Aſſembly. On the 22d of June you wiſhed to dictate laws 
to the nation; you, furrounded her repreſentatives with 
troops, and yon ordered them to ſeparate. Your declara- 
tions, and the proceſs verbals of the Aſſembly prove theſe 
ſacts. What have you to anſwer?” 

Louis. Ihexe did not exiſt laws which forbade me.“ 

Preſident, **f You marched an army againſt the citizens 
of Paris, Your ſatellites ſhed the blood of many of them, 
and.you did not remove this army until the taking, of the 
Ba ſte informed you that the people had been victoridus. 
The diſcourſes held by you on the gth, 1#th, and 14th of 
July, ſhewed what had Len your intentions, and the maſ. 
{acre of the Thuilleries depoſe againſt you. What have 
you to anlwer ?” ky DE 

Louis. I was at liberty to order the march of the 
troops; but had never the intention to ſhed blood.“ 

Preſident. * Aſter theſe events, and notwithſtanding the 
promiſes. which you made on the 15th, in the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly, and on the 17th, in the Hotel de Ville, at Paris, 
you perſiſted in your plans agitult national liberty; you for 
a long time neglected executing the decrees of Augult 17, 
concerning the abolition of perſonal ſervitude. You for a 
long time refuſed to acknawledge the declaration of the 
rights of Frenchmen; you doubled the number of your 
guards; you permitted, in the Orgies, paſſing under your 
eyes, that the RAE cockade ſhould be ftodden under 
tyot ; the white cockade mounted, and the nation abuſed, 
It was not till after the defeat of your guards that you 
changed your language and renewed your Promiſes. 


The 
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The proofs of theſe facts are in your obſervations of the 
ch gf September upon the decrees of the 11th of Auguſt, 
in the proceſs verbals of the Conſtituent Aſſembly, in the 
events at Verſailles, on the 5th and 6th of October, and in 
the diſcourſe which you held the ſame day to a deputation 
of the Conſtituent Aſſembly When you ſaid; that you 
wiſhed to inform yourſelf by its councils, and never to 
ſeparate yourſelf from it. What have you to auſwer ?” 

Louis. I made the obſervations which I thought juſt 
upon the two firſt objects. As to the cockade, that is falſe, 
it did not paſs before me.” 

Preſident, ** You took, at the ſedera.ion on the 14th of 
July, an oath, wbich you did not keep. Soon after you 
endeavoured to corrupt the public miad by the aſſiſtance of 
Talon, who laboured in Paris, and of Mirabeau, who was 
to effect a counter-revolutionary movement an the province. 
What have you to anſwer?" | 

Louis. I do not recollect what paſſed im that time, 
but the whole is prior to the acceptance of the conſti- 
zution.” | 

Preſiden t.. On the 17th of July, after your arreſ! at 
Varcnnes, the blood of the citizens was ſhed at the Champ 
de Mars. A letter in your hand, written in 1790. to La 
Fayette, proves that there exiſted a criminal coalition 
between you and La Fayette, to which Mirabeav had ac- 
ceded. Diviſion commenced under theſe cruel auſpices ; 
all kinds of corruptipn were employed. You paid libellers 
10 diſcredit the aſhgnats, and ſupport the cauſe of the enn- 
grants. The regiſters of Septeuil point out what enormous 
Jums have been employed. What have you to anſwer 7” 
Louis. What paſled on the 17th of July, cannot in any 
- manner, tegard me; as to the relt, I haze no knowledge 
ol it.” 

.* Preſident. 4 You appeared to accept the conſtitution on 
the 14th of September; your diſcourſes announced a will to 
maintain it, and you laboured to overthrow it before it was 
finiſhed, A Convention was formed at Philintz between 
Leopold of Auſtria and Frederick William of Brandenbourg, 
who engaged themſelves to re- eſlabliſi in France the throne 
of the ancient monarchy, and you were filent, concerning 
this Convention, till it was known to all Europe, What 
Baye you to anſ wer?“ Louis, 


PS 


Louis. T made it known as ſoon as it came to m 
knowledge. As to the reſt, whatever relates to this obje 
regards, by the conſtitution, the miniſter.” _ 

Prefident, ** Arles raiſed the ſtandard of revolt; you fa- 
voured it by ſending there three civil commiſſioners, whip 
not endeavour to ſuppreſs the inſurgents, but to juſtiſy 
their crimes. What have you to anſwer?“ | 

Louis, The infirudtions given to the commiſſioners 
aught to prove with what they were charged; I knew of 
none till the miniſters propoſed them io me.“ 

Preſident. You ſent twenty-two battalions againſt the 
Marſellois, who marched to reduce the inſurgents at Arles. 


What have you to anſwer 2” 
Louis. ** I ſhould bave ſome papers to be able to anſwer 


juſtly to that.” 

Preſident, *©* Your brothers, enemies of the flate, 
rallied the emigrants under their colours; they raiſed regi- 
meuts, made loans, and contracted alliances in your name; 
you did not diſavow them till the moment when you knew 
that their projed could not be injured,” 

Louis. I have diſavowed all the conduct of my bro- 
thers, following what the conſtitution preſcribed to me, as 
ſoon as I knew of it. I do not know any thing of this 
note.” 

Thus the examination continued for fome time, the Pref. 
dent reading ſeveral charges relative to a diforganization of 
the army, dilapidation of the navy, the deſertion of the 
officers, the diſturbances of the colonies, the diſcontents of 
the prieſis, the detention of the Swiſs guards, and an 
alleged delay in giving notice of the march of the 
Priiflians. Jo theſe the king replicd ſhortly but diſtinctly; 
ſometimes, that he knew nothing of what was imputed t6 
him; at others, ſtating that it was the act of his miniſlets, 
and referring to the power inveſted in him by the cod 
llitution. 1 8 
Io a queſtion concerning che review of the Swiſs guards, 
on the zoth of Augaſt. he replied 

I went 10 fee the troops'who were aſſembled round me 
on that day; the conſtitutional authorities weze with me; 
the department, the mayor, the municipality: I even in- 
treated a dephtation of the National Aſſembly to come 10 
me, and I afterwards went tg it with my family.“ 
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When the Preſidant ſail, 4 You cauſed the blood of the 
French to flow: what have you to anſwer ?” Louis replied, 
„ No, fir, it was not I.. 95 

Aſter two other queſtions, the Preſident laid to the 
Aſſembly. The queſlions are gone through.” And 
then to the king. Louis, have you any thing to add: 
Louis. I demand a communication of the accuſa- 
tions which I have heard. and of the pieces which are added 
to them, and the liberty of chuſing a counſel to delend 
me i, 7 
Valaze, who ſat near the bar, delivered to the king the 
ſeveral pieces. reading over the titles of each. To the 
greater part of theſe Louis replied, © I do not know them,” 
or uſed other ſhort; expreſſions to that purpoſe. Jo one 
paper, entitled.“ Letter of Louis Capet, dated June 29, 

790, eftabliſhing his connections with Mirabeau and La 

ayEtte.to;operate a revolution in the conſtitution,“ be 
ſaid, **. I reſerve myſelf to explain its contents. Valaze 
then read the letter, and Louis replicd, * This is but a pro- 
ject, there is no queſtion in it of a counter reyolution; 
the letter ſhould not have been ſent,” | 

Upon one piece Valaze ſaid, \*; Do you know this 
writing!“ | | 36101 

Louis. No.“ 

Valaze. Your note?” 

Louis. No.” > 11999} wt * 

When, upon preſenting a piece called Letter of the 
ei-devant King to the Biſhop of Clermont, with the anſwer 
of the latter, dated April 16, 1991, Louis faid, I do not 
Know it.” 0 27 1 Nb is 

Preſident. * Do you not recolle& your writing and your 
fig nature | el „n Silly „aui vl 

Louis. No. „ 1 vt 7 10 1% «mil 

Preſident, © The ſeal is that of the arms of France.“ 

Louis. Great number of perſons had that.“ 

Aſter the delivery of all. the. pieces, the Preſident ſaid, 
* invite you to retire into the Hall of Couſerences.— 
The afſembly is about te enter upon a deliberation.” — 
Louis faid, I have demanded a counſellor,” and then 
retired. T Cn 4 (3 

Ml, Treilhard propoſed the following: decree ; - ©! _ 
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Capet may chuſe one cr more counſellors.” There were 
ſeveral murmurs in the Aſſembly, and ſeveral members, 
among whom was Marat, demanded the adjournment of the 
queſtion, but this was tejedted by a great majority. Much 
agitation enlued, during which the Preßdent covered 
himſelf, and Gilence was at length obtained. M. Petion 
then repreſenied that counſel could not be denied without 2 
breach of all the principles of humanity, and of all the 
laws of civitized nations; and it was decreed almoſt unani- 
mouſly, that ie ſhould have counſel. 
The Aﬀembly then arofe. | 

On the next day four Commiſſioners were then ſent ts 
Louis to enquire what couuſel he had choſen He replied 
either Target or Tronchet; or rather as he ſhould ſuppoſe 
the law would permit, both. Notice of this was immedi- 
atcly ſent to the citizens Target and Tronchet. | 


DECEMBER 13. 

Target has refuſed to be the counſel of Louis, He gave 
his reaſon ſor his refuſal, in a letter read in the Aﬀembly. 
He is 60 years of age, and leſt off pleading in 1785, his 
health not permitting him to continue. 

Cambacares announced that Tronchet, ihe other per- 
{on mentioned by Louis for that office, had allo declined 
it. 

Lamoignon de Malaſherbes, a man 78 years of age, who 
was one of the miniſters of Louis in the beginning of his 
reign, has offered io defend his cauſe, and begged the 
Preſident in a letter to inform the accuſed of 1t.—* If 
Louis accepts me for his counſel,” ſaid he, © Iam ready to 
devote myſelf in his defence.” 

A citizen of Troyes alſo propoſed himſelf. 

The Convention decreed, that the four commiſhoners 

who had' already been to the Temple, ſhould return to 


—— to Louis the refuſals and offers concerning his 
efence, | 


JANUARY 4. 1793. 

The Prefident ſaid. I announce to the Aſſembly that 
Louis and his defenders are ready to appear at the bar. L 
forbid the members and the ſpectators to ſhew any ſigus of 
cenſute or approbation.“ Louis then appeared at the bar, 

C accompanied 
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ccowpanited by Malaſherbes, Tronchet, Deſeze, the Mayor 


of Paris, and the commandant of the National Guard, 


The preſident ſaid, © Louis, the Convention has decreed, 
that you ſhall be definitively heard to day.” | 

Louis. My counſel will read to you my defence.” 

Al. Deſeze then read for ſome hours the defence, of 
wiich the following is the ſubliance, as exaQly as we can 
retolledt it. Ir began thus —— 

Citizen“, Repreſentatives of the Nation, the moment 
is now arrived in which Louis, accuſed in the name of 
the French people, and ſurrounded by the counſel which 
humanicy and the law have given him, is about to deliver 
His juitificarion. Even the hlence with which we are fur- 
rounded informs me that the day of jullice has ſucceeded to 
e days of prefimption and pregadgment. The misfo) 
tunes of kings have ſomething much. more aſſecting and 
more ſacred than thoſe of other wen; and he who once 
occupied the mol! vrithant throne in the univerſe, ought 
to excite the moit powerful of miterelts, You have called 
him into ihe midlt of you, and he is come, with calm, dig. 
nity, firong in his innocence, ſupported by the teſtimony 
ol his paſt lite. He has diſcovered to you his thoughts. 
by diſcuſſing, without preparation, without examinaton, 
charges which he could not forefee, and offering an extem:- 
223 defence, Louis could only ſpeak of his innocence; 

come to prove it. Would thut this circle could increaſe 
till the whole multitude of citizens, who have received: 
dreadful impreſſion againſt him, could be contained in it, 
that they might form a different opinion. Louis knows 
that Europe expects, with impatience, the judgment which 
vou ſhall give: he knows that poſterity will, one day, 
inveſtigate it; but he conſiders only bis cotempotaries. 
Like him, we forget polterity, and fee only lie prelent 
moment.” 

M. Deſeze then ſaid, that the queftion might be con- 
ſidered in two points of view, either with reſpec! to the 
fituation of Louis, before. cr after his acceptance of the 
conflitution. The nation he admitted was the ſovereign, 
and was free to give itlelf what form oi government it 
pleaſed? but the nation itſelf could not exerciſe its own 
ſoyereignty. and muſt, therefore, delegate it. In 1709 the- 
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nation choſe a monarchical gaycrament, and deciced 1's 
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inviolability of its chief. He then ſhewed that the forfeiture 
of the throne was the only puniſhment to which the king, 
according to the conliuntion, could be ſubject, and that it 
was only for crimes committed alter this * eee thathe 
could be tried like other citizens. Either the criracs of 
& ich Louis was acculed were held crimes for the conititu 
tional at, and, of courle, if proved, were to be puniſhed 
according to. that act; or they were not to be found in it, 
and were, therefore, not to be puniſhed at all. f 
lle would, however, admit, for argument's ſake, that 
the crimes were all proved, and all mentioned in the couſti- 
tution2l at. What then was the puniſhment? The abdi- 
cation of the throne. Put it might be ſaid, that the nation 
had alrcadv aboliſhed the throne, ſo that there was no fur- 


ther puma tor Louis in that. zut, becauſe circum— 
ſtances 4 not juſtly permit the further puniſhment of 
Louis, were new laws to be made, applicable only to one 
man, and formed ſince ihe acculation itlelf? 


It however. Lovis was to be deprived of his inviolability 
as a king, he mult then, of courſe, have the right of being 
judged like -a citizen; and, iu that cafe, hard were the 
pretaratory forms of trial decreed for citizens by the law? 
Where were the jurors, thoſe hoſtages for the life and 
honour of citizens? Where was the proportion of ſuſtrages 
which the law ha. o wilely eſtabliſhed ? Where that ſilent 
ballot which inclouſed within the ſame urn the opinion and 
conlcience of the judge? © I ſpeak to you, ſaid M. Deſcze. 
„ with the freedoin of a free man: I ſearch among you for 
judges, and I lee only acculers; you would give judgment 
upon Louis, and you have accuſed bim: you would try 
him, aud you have already expreſſed your will.” 

As to che charge ot having wiſhed to dillolve the National 
Alle noly, was it ſorgotten that Louis had convoked eit? 
Was i forgotten, that during 150 years, princes, more je- 
lous of their authority, had con! tantly, refuſed that convo- 
cation” Was it forgotten that, but for Louis, but for the 
numerous lacrihces to which he had conſented. the audience 
could nor then be liiting to delibcrate upon the intereits of 
the State? 

II would nat then ſneak of the moment in which Talon 

aid to have the care of producing a counter-revolution, 
intrulled 
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truſted in part to him; but, even upon an vrd'nary trial, 
could it be permitted that papers, taken from a citizen, 
without 2n inventory, and unſealed, by the invaſinn of his 
Honſe, ſhould be produced in evidence againſt him. In 
ſome of theſe papers mention was made of money which 
had been expended : but, even if it was denied that this 
expence was for purpoſes of benevolence, could it be for- 
otten how ealily kings were circumvented and deceived. 
The plan of a letter to La Fayette and Mirabeau was ſpoken 
of, but this letter had not been ſent; and as to the letter of 
thanks to Bouille, the Conſtituent Aﬀembty itſelf had 
voted thanks to that officer. But the words were (lill to be 
uttered which would immediately overthrow the whole ſeries 
of accuſation ; they made theſe, ** Subſequent to all thefe 
circumſtances Lovis accepted the conftitution.” The con- 
Aimtion was the pad of alliance between the people and the 
King; there was no longer any contention; the paſt was 
forgotten. What had been done fubſequent to this acceptance 
was now to be examined. 
The conſtitution had not ordered the guarantee of the 
king for the miniſters; but, on the contrary. had commanded 
the reſponſibility of the miniſters tor the king; and, even 
if the conſtitution was forgotten, the king and his miniſters 
could not be both accuſed for the ſame adts. Louis had 
been accuſeq of delaying the execution of the decree relative 
to Avignon: the miniſter Deieflart had been accuſed of the 
{ame thing. Louis had been accuſed of not communicating 
intelligence of the treaty of Philintz ; but was not that the 
province of the miniſter, even if it had been a public, inftead 
of a ſecret, tranſaction? He had been reproached with the 
troubles of Nimes, ales, and other places; but was the 
king to be anſwerable for all the troubles of a great revolu- 
tion? The account given by Narbonne was laid to the 
charge of Louis; but had not the National Aﬀembly itſelt 
declared that Narbonne carried with hi n the regret and the 
confidence of the nation? The ſurrender of Longwi and 
Verdun were imputed to him ; but were not the inhabitants 
of thoſe places the guilty perſons? And who had appointed 
the commander at Verdun—who choſe rather o die than 
yield? Was it not Louis ?, 


of. Deſeze 
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M. Deſeze purſued his ſpeech with much perfpicuity 
-outending, and ſhewing, that either Louis kad no know- 
icdge of the circumſtances, with which he was charged; or 
that they were not criminal ; orfthat be could not he held 
reſponſible for them ; or that, if reſponſible, the puniſhment 
could not juſtly, or even lawfully, be greater than depoh- 
tion. 

With reſpect to the affair of the 19th of Auguſt, he ar- 
gued, that the king had marie no preparations, but for the 
defence of his palace; that the conſtitutional magiſtrates 
were with him, and that one of thoſe read the article of the 
law, which authorized the oppoſition of force to force; that 
when he was invited to the aſſembly he went there, and that 
the battle did not commence till an hour afterwards. It had 
been ſaid by many deputies in the Convention that they had 
aſſiſted in producing the events of that day; if then they 
were premeditated how could Louis be accuſed of them ? 
Louis who had never given a {anguinary order, who, at 
Varennes, choſe rather to return a captive than to expoſe 
the life of one man; ho, on the 20th of June, refuſed every 
ſort of defence, and choſe rather to {tay alone in the midſt 
of his people. Louis, of whom hiſtory will be heard to 
lay, that during a reign of twenty years he had borne only 
an cxample of manners. juſtice, and economy; who had 
aholilhed ſervitude in his domains, who when the people 
wiihed for liberty gave it them, 

At che concluſion of the ſpeech Louis roſe and faid, **Ci- 
tizens, the means of my dctence have been juſt expoſed to 
you, | ſhall not reſume them. In ſpeakiag to you, perhaps 
for the laſt time, I declare that my conicience reproaches 
me with nothing. My defenders have ſaid only the truth. 

+ My heart is torn when I perceive myſelf ſuſpe&ed of 
having wiſhed to ned the blood of the people, and eſpeci- 
ally of being author of what paſſed on the 10th of Au- 
gult, 1 avow that the multiplied proofs of my love for the 
people ſeem to me ſufficient to remove from me this charge, 
and prove that I have not feared to oppoſe mylelf, that blood 
might be ſaved.” 


He was aſked if he had any thing more to ſay in his de- 
fence, to which he replied, “ No,” 
| | It 


1 
: 
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It was tſien nearly three o'clock, and Louis retired. The 
Convention, aſter a long debate, reſolved. that trial hond 
be procceded in, to the ſupprefſion of every other atiair, 
until judgment was given. 

The unhappy Louis delivered his teu words with an air 
of the greateſt fincerity and emotion, ſhedding.tears as he 
poke. 

JANUARY 14. 

er moved, that it be previouſly decided by a nomi- 
nal call, if che decree that is to be pronounced an the fate 
of Louis "hat be ſanctioned by the nation at large. 

another propoted theſe queſtions — 

ie compatible with the intereſt ef the State that 
Louis be deprived of his dignityf 

It is proper he ſhould ſuffer death, or ſhould he be 
imptiſoned for life! | 

3. In either caſe. ſhall an appeal to-the people take place: f 

Caulthon and Gauthier moved that the tollowing queſtion 
be firſt put: 

1. Is Louis.guilty of high treaſon a conſpiracy agaiuſt 
the liberty and ſovereignty of the nation? 

Louvet moved, that in order to {hew a, proper reſped to 
the opinions of different members, it ſhoulk:be helt dicided, 
whether or not the appeal to the ſovereign people ſhould 
take place 

Cambacers was of opinion, that the Convention ought to 
pronounce a judgment in ihſ% fafto; he exprelled at the fame 
time his doubts, if the Convention had ſuch a power velted 
in them ; he therefore moved, that to avoid all ditficulties, 
the Convention ſhould make an appeal to the Primary A- 
ſemblics, to conſult them, whether or nov it is their with 


*hat the Convention ſhould judge Louis, and pronounce 


ſentence upon him. 
Quineite was for judging Louis, and refering his ſen— 
tence to the ſovereign people in the primary Altemblies, 
The Mountain became extremely clamarous, and withed 
that Louis ſhouid be immediately ſcotenced to ſuffer death 
that his ſentence ſhould be pronounced, and afterwards re- 


£exs0d to the ratification of the people. 


After 


ain, 


After many debates, the diſcuſſion was finally cloſed, ard 
the followiug three queiii9ns adopted on the motion of 
EN 
Is Louis guilty or not guilty of high treaſon, and at. 
te Putty againſt the ſafety of the State ? 

2. Shall the appeal to the people take place e 

What puniſhment ſhall he fuiler * 


JANUARY 17 
zouzot moved. an: @ the C onvention decreed, that every 
ember who ſhould vote on the queſtions terminating the 
agment of Louis ſheald have his name inſcribed in a bool 
\cMned for that purpoſe, and that the different names 
ould be {ent to the ernhiy-four departments. | 
Here Manuct, one of the Secretaries, read the queſtion, 
on which the members Ct the Convention were to vote. viz. 
Is Louis guilty or not gvilty of high treaſon, and of at. 
:cmpts againſt the general ſafety of the ſtate? * 
The nominal call beg an. NI. Salles read the names, and 
each member aſcended the ide 
The following members then voted — 
Buzot. I vote that 1 dis be impriſoned with tis family; 
ti all the nation malte nite to decide his tate. 
Lanjuinais. Lou: is guilt) 
Boudron. I deciare 1 ous is guilty, 
Vandelicourt. Legillators, 1 do not chuſe to be a judge 


n criminal matters, 

Oflelin. I know that Louis paid his guards at Coblentz. 
therefore do pronounce him guilty, 

NI. Egalite. Guilty. 

Danton. Guilty. 

Noel. J once had à ſon. He died in defence ot his 
country, - 1 do not think that a father who bewails a ſon 
gain, can be the judge of him who is accuſed of being the 
athor of his wretchednets. 

aue. Guilty on my houdur and conſcien 
lady. I cannot pronouuce for I am no judge. 
tanchetr, Asacinzen I am convisced of his guilt? as a 
riflator I declare nn guilty; as a judge I have nothing 


- Dn bo3 
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Dubos. As a judge I do declare Louis guilty; but we 
ought to appeal to the-people. | 
aumont. I cannot believe that the Convention have at 
wers veſted in them: upon the preſent matter I ſhall b. 
lent for ever, | 
Larivere. I did never vote that the Convention ſhould 
judge Louis, ſo I cannot vote on the buſineſs in queſtion. 
Doulcet. I vote for the ſafe cuſtody of Louis till the 
termination of the war, and then let the decree of his fate 
be ſubmitted to the people. | 
Meynard was of the {ame opinion. 
Julien. 1 am inveſied with unlimited powers; and in 
virtue of wy legiſlative capacity, I do declare Louis 18 


guilty. 


JANUARY 7. 

The Deputies voted in their turn, according to the order 
preſcribed, and their votes were generally accompanied with 
à reaſon for their opinions. | 

Yſabeau. It is equally repugnant to my character and 
principles to any man whatever, except a tyrant, and a ty. 
rant does not reſemble a man. Beſides it is not I who pro. 
nounce this ſentence—it is the law, it is the penal law, 
This ſhall be the firſt and only time of wy life that this aw. 
ful word ſhall come from my lips, for I would not live if 
my conntry bad yet a king to condemn: I vote the puniſh. 
ment of death, 

Deſligoyte. I will not compound with tyrants-—I vote 
for death, and the immediate execution of that ſentence. 

Garan de Coulon. I think that we ought not to exerciſe 
at once the functions of a jury or accuſation, jury of judges, 
and accuſers. The people have not delegated to us the 
right of pronouncing ſentence without their ratification ; 1 
thank that were men place themſelves above law and the 
ſovereignty of the people, there tyranny prevails. I reſpet 
a contrary opinion, but I cannot ſubmit to it. I vote for 
the impriſonment of Louis as a neceſſary meaſure for the 
public ſafety. 

Chabot. 1 vote for death, becauſe Louis has been a 
tyrant—becauſe he is ſtill one, and becauſe he will ftill 
cOntinre to be fo, 


Louyet. 


„ & tm, as „ „„ 4 Se & oF 85 


as as ws @a .TVÞPJH£ . oo btw .-A 


G was auf a= oc 


071] 


Louvet. k vote fordeath, but with this expreſs proviſion, 


that the execution of that ſentence ſhall be delayed until 
the Conſtitution, which you have formed, ſhall receive the 
ſandtion of the people. L 

Pons de Verdun. Louis has paſſed the limits of conſti- 
tutional inviolability. Between the crimes provided for by 
a conſtitution, which he had annihilated, and thoſe of 
which he is found guilty, I ſee the ſame difference as 
between poiſon and aſſaſſination. In exceeding the meaſure 
of his crime. he becomes liable to puniſhment in propor- 
tion. Shall he be rreated with lefs ſeverity than his co-con 
ſpirators? The rights of man rile up witn force. They may 
reproach me with diſguiſing mv opiaion under the caver of 
policy, or puſalanimity. They may accule me of weakneſs 
if I permit myleit io be frightened with vain fantoms. 
Louis has becn accuſed by the whole nation of having con- 
ſpired againſt its liberties. We have been convinced of 
the truth of this charge. My conſcience tells me to open 
the penal code: it pronounces againſt Louis the puniſhment 
of death, which many of his accomplices have already 
ſuffered. 

Cambaceres. I think that the National Convention 
ought to decree, that Louis ſhall incur the pains which the 
law dictates againft conſpirators. but that the execution of 
this decree ſhall be put off until the ceſſation of hoſtilites. 
when the fate of Louis ought to be ultimately determined, 
either by the Convention or the Legiſlature that ſhall ſucceed 
it: until then he ſhall be kept in cuſtody. But in caſe of 
an invaſion of France by the enemies of the republic, that 
the decree {hall be forthwith put in execution, 

J. B. Lacoſte ſaid, the tyrant while in life is the centre of 
all our enemies, both within and without. Dead, he will 
be the terror of confederate kings and their ſatellites; bis 
ſhade will diſconcert the projects of traitors, put a period 
to our troubles and factions, give peace to the republic, and 
finally deſtroy the prejudices which have led mankind aftray. 
Tye tyrant is declared guilty of the greateſt of all crimes, 
of having attempted to ſubjugate the nation-—the law pro. 
nounces the puniſhment of death againft ſuch an attempt. 
In obedience to the law I vote for death. 


Roberſpierre, Although you are not conſtituted the 
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judges of Louis according to the ordinary forms, are you 
the lefs his judges? You cannot ſeparate characters of judges 
and legiſlators they are iudiviſible - you have been ſatis ed 
of the crimes of the tyrant, it is for you therefore to puniſh. 
No conliderations ought to weigh with you on the puniſh- 
ment to he inthted on the greateſt criminal that ever was. 
I vote for the puniſhment of death. 

Danton. I am not one of thc crowd of ſtateſmen wo 
have no other rule of determination but upon political con- 
fiderations: I aw a republican. undd as fuch do not hefitate 


upon the choice of a puniſhment reſerved for Louis the Laſt. 


It becomes you to lirike tyrants with terror by a dreadful 
example, I vote for death 

Manuel. The Romans have been ſpoken of—their ex- 
ample has been queted—but can we refrain from acknow- 
ledging this great Hush. that the great la of death belongs 
to nature only, It Louis had been tried before the ordinary 
judges they would have been under the neceſſity of pro- 
nouncing ſentence of death. but we. e reprefentatives of 


the people. who are not bound to obey the penal code, ridi- 


culoully ſevere -e whom the nation ſent to diſſipate error, 
and proclaim truths and principles, ought not to heſitate in 
pronouncing that the life of a man, althongh guilty, is not 
at the will of ſociety, I vote for the impriſonment of the 
tyrant in the very place where the victims of his defpotifm 


have languiſhed during the duration ui the war, and his ex- 


pulſion when a peace ſhall be made. x 

Robert. I vote for death; and if I have any regret, it 
is that my power does not extend to all tyrants, I ſhould 
then paſs ſentence of death upon them all. 

M Rouzet gave his opinion for his being ſhut up for a 
time. noi as a puniſhment, but as a meaſure of prudence: 

M Laplaigne, after having examined whether they could 
judge Louis, or if he could be judged, and what puniſh- 
ment ought to be awarded, gave his opinion for death. 

M. Vergniaud. I would appeal to the people, becauſe 

litical confiderations require it. Ine Convention has 
decided otherwiſe TI am filent. It remains to pronounce 
puniſhment. He thought him gniity of conſpiracy. Ihe 
penal code pronounced death againſt conſpirators, He pro- 

STE nounced 


jufti 
him. 
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Lrea 


E : 


nounced it againſt Louis, but with the ſame reſtriction as 
Mailhe. 

M. Gaudet was of the ſame opinion, 

Genlcanc gave his opinion for death; and demanded, 
that aſter his execution the Convention ſhould conſider 

what is to be done with his family. and ſhallexamine into 
the crimes committed on the 2d of September 

M. Amar ſaid. the life of Louis was only a ſeries of 
crimes. His exiſtence ought to be detected; his death to 
be defired as our happineſs: the law demands his death. 1 
{wear by Brutus that he mull die. 

M. Datligoete. I am both judge and its ror: a8 
udge, I ſhould be afraid that the blood ſpilt at the Thuille- 
ries, and on the frontiers, would cry for vengeance againtt 
me, and my deſcendants, if the hes of Louis did not fall 
under the ſword of the law, As ſegiſtator, the ſafety of 
the people ought to be the ſupreme law. Fhe exiſtence of 
Louis may be the {ignal of a civil war; he muſt therefore 
die, and ſuddenly, becauſe a republican makes no compo- 
mon with his conſcience. | 

M. Cadroy endeavoured to prove, that Louis accord- 
ing to the penal code, could not be judged. becauſe 
having violated, with refſpe& to him. the neceſſary forms 
of law, it was vnjai! to ſeck for the greateſt rigour of 
the ſame law. He conſidered the ſentence to be pronounced 
with regard to the public fatety ; and voted for impriſon- 
ment. 

M. Leroux. My only regret is, that the head of every 
tyrant is not united with that of Louis, that in voting 
againſt him I might be certain of deſtroying the hydra of 
deſpoti fm. 

M. Lehardy. I am only a legiſlator, not a judge: in 
what light can you be conſidered as judges ? it cannot be 
for your impartiality : for there are more than ſixty ol 
you. who by your writings have not only condemned 
Louis to death. but alſo boaſted, that if the ſword of 


juſlice did not ſtrike his guilty head. you would afſaſſinate. 


* Hiltory teaches us that the death of a tyrant does 
nat always deſtroy tyranny, but ſometimes produces a 
greater number of tyrants, I vote then that he may hve, 
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and remain among us till the people have accepted the new 
conſtitution. 

M. Blaux. One of my ſons died in the American war. 
I regret it, becauſe he loſt his life for a deſpot. A ſecond 
ſon has been maſſacred at Frankfort. I do not lament his 
death. becauſe be died for his country. I cannot pronounce 
lente-.ce againſt him who has occaſioned the death of my 
children : but, as legiſlator, I vote for his impriſonment, 

M. Clootz. Louis and Frederick William are tyrants. 
I demand of mankind what puniſhment they deſerve: they 
anſwer me death, I then vote for it. 

Philip Egalite. 1 have performed my duty, being fully 
convinced that, thoſc who kad made, or fhall make an at- 
tempt againſt the ſaycreignty of the people, deſerve death- 
I vote ſor death. 

Marat. We ought to judge the principle author of thoſe 
riyers of blood which ran on the 1oth of Augult, and of 
thoſe evils which deſolate France. The death of a tyrant 
in 24 hours is for the public weal. 

Fabre D'Eglantine, unvealed a fingular theory on ſove- 
reignty : he cited many paſſages from Rouſſeau, to ſhew 
that the general will, and conſequently the ſovereignty, 
could not be collected from the Primary Aſſemblies, 
becauſe theſe Aſſemblies were but the repreſentatives of the 
ſocial body; that in order to collect the true ſenſe of the 
whole people they muſt be all colleded. He therefore con- 
cluded that as an appeal to the people tended to ſubvert the 
ſyſtem of repreſentation, he would vote ſor death. 

Thomas Pajne voted for temporary impriſonment, and 
perpetual baniſhment when a peace ſhall be concluded. 

A member roſe after him and ſaid, that the opinion of 
Thomas Paine was a ſufficient authority for him to follow, 
He voted for impriſonment, and banithment after the war. 

Briſſot. Whatever the judgment of the Convention 
may be upon this queſtion, it will produce innumerable 
misfortunes. If impriſonment, it will be an cternal pre- 
rence to the factious; the Convention will be acculed ©! 
weakneſs, their puſillanimity will be reviled-—-It death, 
will be the ſignal for a univerſal war. There is only on 
method in my opinion left to couciliate the minds of vation: 
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It is to join the ſentence of the Convention with that of che 
nation Alt is to pronounce the ſentence of death, and to 
ſuſpend the execution of that ſentence until the ratification 
of the conſtitution. 

Petion was of the opinion of the laſt ſpeaker, with ſome 
little difference. He wilked for a diſcuſſion of the opinion 
of Btiſſo: £5 

Kerlaint. I think Louis guilty ; but this is not proved. 
T have but moral certainty, I therefore am not able to 
decide. To the people alone this riylit belongs. But 
as I am unter a neceſſity of giving my opinion on the 
queſtion, I vote for impriſonment, and bauilhment after the 

eace. 
of M. Barrero. LT have examined the law of baniſhment. and 
found that d-throned king was a bad diplomatic coin. 
I am of opinion that he who has occalioned the ſhedding of 
blood, ought to die. 

M, Maſuyer thought that his death would be an advan- 
tage, both to external and internal enemies. He thought 
that all the partizans of royalty would intereſt themſelves 
the more for his ſon, innocent of his father's crimes. He 
obſerved, that foreign powers wiſhed for his death, as 
proved by papers found in the portfeuille of Monſieur, in 
which caſe Monſieur was to be conſidered by the King of 
Pruſſia as regentduringa minority; while the court of Vienna 
wiſhed to conſer that authority on Marie Antoinette, He 
then obſerved, that many dethroned kings, whom he men- 
tioned, had never recovered 'their thrones. He voted for 
impriſonment. | 

Theſe reflections were continued till five o'clock at 
night. The prehdent then informed the Convention, 
that the defenders of Louis demanded to. be admitted to the 
bar. . 

M. Duchaſtel now entered, who had been ſick and abſent; 
the queſtion was, ſhall he be heard; he was at length ad- 
mitted. After having declared, that in his opinion, Louis 
was not guilty, he then voted for his bamiſhment. 


The reſtrictions wich which many members had given 


their opinions was then conſidered. 
| M. Chambon 
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M. Cnambon maintained. that every one of his col 
leagues might demand an arreſt of judgment upon the 
execution of the ſentence, after it ſhall Have been. pro- 


nounced. 
Creat tumult now enſued. A conſpiracy was declared to 


have been intended: and the ſick member, it was ſaid, had 


confeſſed that he came for that purpoſe. 
M. Dechaſtel was defired io give up the name of the per- 
ſon, who had gone to bring him to vote. 
M. Manuel, who had given his place to Chabot. wiſhed 
2 aſs by the fide of the Mountain. He was prevented, 
took the other fide. On this, terrible uptoar was heard 
— the ſide where Phillippe d' Orleans was. Some de- 
manded that Manuel ſhould return to his pet; others ſaid, 


that M. Duchaſtel had only been brought to turn the be- 


lance in favour of Louis, becauſe there was only one voice 
wanted for that purpoſe. 

M. Gorſas explained the affair of Manuel, and ſaid that 
the majority was evidently againſt Louis. 

In fine, at a quarter after eight o'clock, the preſident read 
the refult of the appeal nominal, and then, in the name of 
the National Convention, he declared, that the puniſhment to 
be inſtided upon Louis was Death, which was carried by a 


majority of five only. 


Upon this the three counſel of Louis XVI preſented 


themſelves at the bar. 

M. de Sezeread a declaration, written and ſigned i in Lovis's 
own hand, 'conceived in theſe terms: 

I owe it to my honour, I owe it to my children, to my 


wiſe—lI ow? it to myſelf, not to ſubſcribe to the judgment, 
which the National Convention has juſt paſſed againſt 


me; in conſequence, 1 declare, that I appeal from it to 
the nation itfelf, and empower my counſel to make known 
immediately this appeal io the National Convention, and 
to demand that mention be made of it in the minutes of the 

tting. 
i (Signed) Louis. 

M. de Seze then prayed the National Convention; in 
the name of his colleagues, to conſider with what a 


ſmall majority the puniſhment of death was pronounced 
againſt 


L499 1 

againit Louis, Do not afflid France. added this reſpectable 
citizen, by a judgment that will appear to her to be terri- 
ble, when five voices only were thought ſufhcient to carry it. 
He invoked the eternal juſtice, and ſacred humanity, to 
determine the Convention io refer their judgment to the 
tribunal of the people. 

We declare, faid M Tronchet, that it is inconceivable 
that the greateſt numbers of voters have invoked the penal 
code to juſtify their judgme nt. and that they have ſorgot 
the humanity of the law in favor of the accuſed. They 
have forgot that the law requires two thirds of the voices 
for the deciſion. 

M. Malaſherbes demanded of the allembly to grant him 
till to morrow, to make ſuch teflections as crowded upon his 
imagination—After the defenders of Louis had finiſhed 
their obſervations, they were invited to the honours of the 
ſitting. 

M. Roberſpierre oppoſed the inſerting in the proces-verbat, 
the appeal to the people demanded by Louis. He demanded 
that ſuch an appeal be declared contrary to the principles 
of public juſtice, and an invahton of the authority of the 
National Convention, and that thoſe ought to be conſidered 
as conſpirators who thought otherwiſe, 

M. Gaudet was alſo againſt the appeal to the people; but 
he demanded an adjournment till aſter M. Malaſherbes had 
been heard upon the queſtion to be confdered, whether it 
is for the interelt of the French people, that the execution 
of the judgment pronounced againſt Louis ought to be de- 
layed or accelerated. 

The previous queſtion rejected the an” to the people, 
and the obſervations to be made by M. Malaſherbes; and it 
was decreed, that the National Convention ſhould examine, 
whether the national intereſt required or did not require an 
arreſt of judgment upon the execution of the ſentence pro- 
nounced againſt Louis, 

Thus, after 36 hours, the fitting was huiſhed a fitting 


hat tbe lateſt poſterity will never forget. 
JANU. 
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| JANUARY 18 

After the diſpatch of ſome preliminary matters, the Con- 
vention proceeded to the further diſcuſſion of the Trial of 
Louis. 

Breard moved, 1, That the ſecretaries ſhould withdraw, 
and correct the minutes, that they may be ready by to- 
morrow's fitting; and 2d. That the Convention ſhould order 
an addreſs to be addreſſed to the people, upon the judg. 
ment of Louis Capet. 

Thurot oppoſed the ſecond of theſe propoſitions, as a 
meaſure beneath the dignity of the Convention und the 
pa of France; as, on the one hand, it would repre- 
ent the ſentence pronounced on Louis, as a daring action 
which required an apology: and, on the other hand, 
would infer a ſuppoſition, that the tyrant had partizans 
among the French people. He then moved, that the 
Convention ſhould not ſeparate, until they had pronounced 
_=_ the queſtion of the delay demanded in favour of 
Louis. 

Tallien ſupported the opinion of the laſt ſpeaker, on the 
principles of humanity. Louis, faid he, knows that he is 
condemned. Would it not then be barbarous in the ex- 
treme, to leave him long in the anguiſh naturally attached 
to ſuch a fituation. | 

Couton was of the ſame opinion. I know, ſaid he, 
that by this example of juſtice, we ſhall draw upon our 
heads the vengeance and the rage of tyrants; but theſe re- 
flections have no weight with me. I move therefore, that 
the judgment may be executed in 24 hours, and an account 
thereof inſtantly tranſmitted to the 84 departments; by ex- 
traordinary couriers. 

Roberſpierre. Since Louis has been declared guilty and 
worthy of death, I cannot ſee the propriety of ſeparating 
without deciding a queftion, which we are all engaged by 
one common intereſt ro determine with promptitude. We 
have voted the death of the tyrant—ought we not then to 
put a period to tyranny by haſtening judgment—-l cannot 
think there is a man in this Convention who would refuſe 
himſelf the glory and courage of acquiring by this means, 
the admiration of poilerity, Why did you make a deciee if 

you 
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you did not mean to execute it; the condemnation of Louis 
pronounced and not executed will revive the hopes of thoſe 

who wiſh to fave him from the ſcaffold. If honour and 
.uſlice will not engage you to order his immediate execution, 

| demand adjournment of the queſtion till io- morrow; when 

| flatter myſelf we ſhall not part without coming to an ulti- 

mate deciſion, 

The queſtion of adjournment being put, the preſident 
pronounced an adjournment till the next day and left his 
ſeat. 

Roberſpierre again roſe and flated that a plot had been 
diſcovered, ſor taking away the life of Louis, that he might 
avoid the ignominy of dying on a ſcaffold. 

Several Members announced that a report was ſpread, 
that an attempt had been made to ſet fire to the chamber of 
Louis, but that meaſures had been taken to prevent its 
taking effect. | | 
Aster ſome further converſation the Members left the 
hall, - 


JANUARY 19. 

M. Bartere took the chair, A letter was read from the 
ommiſſioners ſent to Moe: Blanc: they voted for the death 
i Louis. 

An order from the Council General of the Commons of 
Paris was read, which forbade any further communication 
etween Louis and his counſel, and that the commillioners 
ic the Temple ſhould never leave him alone. 

M. Choudieu called for the order of the day, and it was 
letermined that the queſtion ſhould be decided before they 
eparated. 

M. Bourdon demanded, that the call of the names ſhould 
ake place, to determine whether there ſhould be an arreſt 
judgment of the execution of ſentence pronounced 
gainſt Louis, or not. Many perſons preſented themſelves 
o ſpeak on the queſtion. 

M. Valaze ſaid, he wiſhed for no longe” delay. than till 
he whole family of the Bourbons were _ lled from the 

| | , expelle 
erritory of the republic. - 


E M. Marat, 
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M. Marat, after declaring that theſe delays were only tl 
fruits of the plots of a few lactious per (nt, added, * You 
have de reed a Republic; but it wi 01:iy be a caſtle of Po- 
pers as long as the head of the tyrant remains on his ſhoul. 
ders,” He demanded the previous queſtion on the arreſt of 
judgment and that the leutence ſhould have its ſull and 
Entire execution in 24 hours, 
NI. Barbaroux oppoſed the arrefl of judgment, which, in 
his opinion. was very dangerous; he therefore demande( 
his immediate execution | | 

I. Goufroi made a ſevere attack, both upon the ſecrets 
ries, whom he accuſed of perhdy, and on thoſe who though: 
a prompt execution wou'd give room io misfcrtunes, whoſ; 
term might be uncertain. | 

Briflot conſidered the queſtioa in a political point of view, 

and after expatiating on the innumerable evils, to which, in 
His opinion. France was about to be expoled, demanded: 
dels until the conflitution to be ſotmed ſhould be accepte 
by the people. Who,” he exclaimed, © can have greater 
reaſon than mylelf to wiſh tor the fall of tyrants? Who 
ought to entertain a greater dread of their triumph ? truth 
however, obliges me to declare, that thoſe do not confine 
themſelves to the queſtion, who ſee here the man and, hij 


crimes only. I, tor my part, extend the views to the ſafe 


ot the tepublic.— Let us not, however, calumniate' ov 
reciprocal opinions, but let us conſider coolly what we ar 
row to do. Ts it the intereſt of France to fuſpend the exe 
cution of the ſentence of Louis the fixtcenth ? 1 ſay yes 
and I will now prove it. = 

The too precipitate execution of this ſentence will in 
falliblv turn the opinion of all Europe againſt France. | 
will diminiſh, the, number of our friends, by augmentin 
the number of our enemies, becauſe we u are not aflociated 
1 do not ſay with the wiſh, but with the 'opimop of th 
departments. | 

{ entreat you to be jul, to be calm, otherwiſe all the 
nations of Europe will declare againſt you one common 
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© Diſorders and troubles in the depattwents are already 


A r to vou; they will ceaſe to exiſt, provided you 
will aſſociate with the opinion of the departments the decree 


you are about to frame,” 

M. Legendre. on this occaſion, knew of no policy: but 
ek new as little, however, of the factions which declared, 
that for the ſake of juſtice, it was neceſſary that ihe bead ol 
Louis ſhould fall at the ſcaffold. 

Thomas Paine, from a perſuaſion that the National Cont 
vention ought not to 1 8 its ſittings beyond five'or ſix 
months, was of opinion that the execution of the ſenterice, 
wii he had wiſhed to be referred to the Primary Aſſemblies 
ſd de delayed. He prayed the Convention to reflect, 
wat France had only one ally to depend upon, in the war 
all tlie coaleſced powers of Europe were about to wage againſt 
her; and this ally was North America, The virtuous citt- 
zens of that favoured country regarded Louis as their belt friend 
becauſe he had procured them liberty. Do not, exclaimed 
lie, alflict their ſenſibility; do not expoſe them to ſuch 
painful ſentiments. Let the voice at leaſt of your interefl 
make itſelf heard. The wood for conſtructing your ſhips of 
war, cannot be found in the North of Europe, about to 
declare againſt you. 

& North America alone can REFS you with this wood : 
will you deprive yourſelves of ſuch a reſource? Louis would 
not have been a bad man. had he been ſurrounded by virtu- 
0115 citizens. He owes his preſent misfortuncs to the Con- 
ſtituent Aſſembly. who, without conſulting the French 
Nation, which ſhould alone have pronounced on ſuch an 
occurrence, and the temerity and folly to replace on his 
heid, the crown he had jult abdicated.“ 

en was againſt a delay, and demanded a nominal 

poreal, 

„member was deſirous, that before the appeal! ſhould 
be had recourſe to, it ſhould be decreed. that provided a de- 
lan ſhould not take place, the ſentence ſhould be executed 
within 24 hours. 

Another member was of opinion, that the male Bourbon 
would be exiicd to Marſeilles. 
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Mailbe demanded that the queſtion ſhould be ſtated in 
theſe terms: Shall there, or ſhall there not, be a delay, till the 
15th of February uext? 

After ſome debate, the queſtion was determined thus 
ſimply —Shall there, or ſhall there not be a delay ? 

The nominal appeal commenced at eight o'clock, At 
midnight the preſident announced 
That no delay could take place, there being a majority of voices 


* fer the execution of the ſentence at the expiration of twenty-four 
1 
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29 
The EXECUTION of LOUIS XVI. 


The following is the report of the Commune cf Paris of 
this horrid murder : 

The proclamation of the Proviſional Fuscuttve Council 
relative to lis execution, had harely een romnked to Louis, 
before be requeſted permiſſion to conter with his family. 
The commiſſioners teſtifying their embarralment at this 
requeſt, propoſed to him, that his family ſhould be brought 
into his apartment: to which he agreed. His wife, his 
children, avd his filter accordingly came to him; and they 
conferred together in the room, in which he was accuſtomed 
to dine. The interview lalted awo hours and an half; their 
converſation was very exrnelt, After his family had retired. 
Louis told the commiſi.oners that he had been obliged to 
ule ſtrong language to his wile, 

His family had alked, whether they might not ſec him 
again in the morning. To this he made no anſwer, and 
Madame Elizabeth ſaw him na more. Louis cried out in 
his chamber. Oh, the murderers! the murderers !” 
Addreſſing himſelf to his ſon, Marie Antoinete ſaid, 
Learn by the misfortunes of your father not to avenge 
his death.” 

The morning of his execution Louis aſked for ſciſſars to 
cut his hair; they were refuſed him. 

When they took away his knife he exclaimed, © Do they 
think me baſe enough to deſtroy myſelf?” 

The Commandant General and the Commiſſioners of the 
Commune aſcended, at half paſt eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing. to the apartment of Louis, and ſignified to him the 
order whith they had received to conduct him to the place 
of execution. Louis required three minutes to ſpeak to his 
confeſſor, which were readily granted. —Immediately after, 
Louis preſented a packet to one of the Commiſſioners, with 
an entreity to convey it to the Council General of the 
Commune. 

Jaques Roux, the citizen to whom Louis addreſſed him- 
ſeit, anſwered, that he could not take charge of it, becauſg 
ais miſſion was only to conduct him to execution; but he 


engaged 
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engaged one. of his colleagnes, who was on duty in the 


Temple, to do what 8 deſired; uith which he was 


fatished, 
Louis then told the Commandant General that he wag 


ready; and in going out of nis apartment. he begged the. 
Municipal Officers to recommend to the Commune, the 
perſons who had been in his ſervice, and to beg that they: 
would give his Valet-de-Chambre, Clery. a ſituation under 
the Queen—correQting himlelf, he ſaid e under my wife.” 
They anſwered Louis, that an account would be given of 
what he required to the Commune. 

Louis croſſed on foot the firti covrt; in the ſecond be 
mounted into a carriage, in which were his confeſſor. and 
two ollicers of the Genſdermerie. The executioner awaited 
him at the place de la Revolution. The whole train moved 
along the Boulevards to the place of execution. where Louis 
arrived at ten minutes after ten oclock., He undreſſed him- 
ſelf, mounted the ſcaflold, with firmneſs and courage, and 
ſhewed an inclination to harrangue the people, but the exe- 
cutioner of criminal juſtice, by the order of General 
Santerre, and by ſound of Urum, gave him notice that he 
was only to receive his ſentence. 

The head of Louis was then firuck: off: and being 
exhibited, a thouſand cries were heard of Five la Natian, 
Vive la Republique Francoiſe. 

The ſpectators ruſhed towards the ſcaffold, to behold the 
diſmal remains of a dethroned monarch. His hair was dif- 
tributed, and ſold to the crowd. Some people dipt.their 
handkerchiefs in the blood that flowed, and tofled them! in 
the air. cried; Behold the blood of the Tyrant. 

Aſter the execution, his mortal. part was carried to the 
burying ground of ta Madiline. To accelerate the diflolutian 
of his body, lime was thrown into his grave. Guards were 
placed to prevent his being taken away in the night. 
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1 
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 
LUUTS ASS 
AS FOUND IN THE TEMPLE, 


AND DELIVERED BY THE ComMmMISSIONERS TO THE 
 GOMMUMNSE of PARTS 


In the name of the Holy Trinity. Father. Son ec. 

This 25th of December. 1792. I, Louis, {1xtcenth of the 
name, King of France. impriſoncd in the Temple for more 
than four months, by thoſe who were my ſubjects involved 
in a trial. of which the iſſue cannot be known from the 
paſſions of men, in the preſence of God, declare my ſemi- 
ments. 

I leave my foul to God. my creator, praving him not 
to judge it according to my merits, but thoſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 

I acknowledge what is contained in the ſymbol of the 
ſacraments. and the dottrine of the church; I refer to the 
church for an explanation of its dogmas; and do not pre- 
tend to judge thoſe who are in error, 

I pray God to forgive me. for having put my name to 
acts, which may be contrary to the dogmas of the Catholic 
church, although I did it on compulſion. 

I pray thoſe, whom I may have offended by diſregard, t6 
pardon the ill ] ave done them. 

I pardon thole who have become my enemies, and I pray 
God to pardon them in the ſame manner. 

I commend to God, my wile, my children, and my 
ſiſter; I recommend my children to my wife, and intreat 
her to watch over their education, I pray my filter to con- 
tinue her tendernels to my children; I intteat my wife to: 
pardon me for what ſhe has ſuffered on my account; and 1 
recommend to my children to obey their giother, and always 
% have God before their eyes, 
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J recommend to my ſon, if ever he becomes king, ta 
think only of the happineſs of his fellow citizens; and 19 
be mindful that he never can be happy, but by ruling ac- 
cording to the laws, 

I recommend to my ſon the perſons who have been 


attached to me, 
I recommend to my ſon, M. M. Chamiley and Hue, I 


beg M. M. of the commune to deliver to Clery (his valet) 
my cloaths, my watch, and the trifles tha.-were taken to the 


Commune, 


I beg-M, M. Malaſherbes, Tronchet and Deſeze, to re- 
ceive my tender acknowledgement. 
I protell, that J am not guilty of any of the crimes, with 


which I am reproached. 
This will was ſent by the Commune to the Executive 


Power. 


. 
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ORIGIN of the FRENCH, 


They were originally Governed, &c. 


HE Inhabitants of France have long been fub- 
ject to a mode of government founded on the 
moſt arbitrary principles; and nothing but an op- 
portunity has been wanting e make them poſſeſſors 
of the ſweets of freedom. This opportunity has 
lately offered, and they embraced it with that zeal 
and emulation which might be naturally expected 
to ariſe from the glorious proſpect of liberty. 


The French, like all other nations in the ſouthern 
and weſtern parts of Europe, are a mixed race. In 
the fifth century, a great æra in the hiſtory of 
migration, a German tribe or nation croſſed the 
Rhine, acquired poſſeſſions by the ſword, and 
afterwards eſtabliſhed- themſelves in an amicable 
manner among the Gauls, under one government. 
The new ſettlers, who obtained an aſcendancy over 
the Galli, were from their high notions of liberty 
and the perſonal rights of men, denominated _ 

Hence, 
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Hence, the common nation were known for centurics 
by the name of Franco- Galli. Their kings were no 
more than the preſidents of their aſſembles (held in 
the fields) in times of peace, and their generals in 
times of war. They depoſed their ſovereign, if he 
ſhewed by his conduct that he was unworthy of the 
throne, and exalted to the royal dignity any man of 
whatever rank or order who was diſtinguiſhed by 
talents and virtues, If their king was indolent, 
effeminate, and incapable of government, they ſhaved 
his head, and ſent him to a cloiſter. If a prieſt 
was known to poſſeſs natural talents and addreſs, as 
well as learning of the times, he was called from 
the cloiſter to the crown, and exchanged his books 
and beads for a ſword and ſceptre. 


The Franco-Galli, however, the freeſt nation in 
Eutope, were at laſt reduced under monarchial 
power by the gradual encroachments of executive 
government, and the acceſſions that were made to 
the perſonal wealth and influence of their kings, by 
inter marriages, ſucceſſion to eſtates, and the legacies 
of certain fooliſh men, who imagined they were 
highly honoured by encreafing the pomp and power 
of a great family. | 


It is more than two hundred years fince che power 
of the States General (or, as we may ſay, the par- 
liament) was wholly ſuſpended by the royal prero- 
gative; fince which the ſovereign power has gradually 


encreaſed, till the deſcendants of thoſe ſubjetis who 
2 had 
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had formerly enjoyed all the comforts of freedom, 
were compelled to ſubmit to laws at once repugnant 
both to juſtice and humanity. 


The progreſs of literature and ſcience, which 
Mews the natural equality and rights of men, and 
the emancipation of America and Ireland from the 
controul of Britain, nouriſhed and wtlamed a love 
of civil liberty in the breafts. of an enlightened, 
ſprighty, and active people, who wanted not either 
ſenſe to diſcern what is worthy of imitation among 
their neighbours, nor the ambition of acquiring 
glory by adopting it. The revolt of America from 
the ſovereignty of Great-Britain prepared the way for 
the preſent revolution in France in another reſpect. 
It laid the French government under ſuch a load of 
debt, that is was judged neceſſary to convene the 
States General, in order to deviſe the moſt proper 
means of clearing off that incumbrance, and ſup- 
porting the national credit, This fortunate occafion 
was embraced by the French people to urge their 
pretenſions to the rights of freemen, and the reſto- 
ration of their antient conſtitution, 


The French nation is divided into three eſtates 
or orders; namely, 1. The nobility; 2. The dignified 
clergy, and 3. The repreſcntatives of different 
corporations, known by the names of towns, burghs, 
hailiwicks, and others, who are choſen in the ſame 
manner as the Commons of England, This la“ 
order, called the Tiers Etat, or the third eſtate, is 
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25 numerous as the whole of the noblefſe and clergy 
united. 


Such was the origin of the conſtitutional govern- 
ment of France, and ſuch the ſtate of it at che 
commencement of the preſent revolution, which to ok 
place from the proceedings of the Tiers Etat, or 
third eſtate, who determined to fix the national 
conſttation on ſuch principles as they ſhould con- 
cert. Having become exceeding numerous, they 
boldly aſſumed the reins of government, publiſhed 
feveral atts, and were regularly going on with the 
grand buſineſs of legiſlation. At the fame time, 
uniting with their order for liberty, moderation and 
good ſenfe, they called themſelves, not the Commons, 
or third eſtate, but the National Aſſembly; and de- 
clared that the doors ſhould be always open to the 
nobility and clergy whenever * ſhould be pleaſed 
to join them. 
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DOWNFAL of TYRANNY! 


'S UM E 


Demolition of the BASTILE: 


Being a full and accurate DESCRIPTION of 
That Horrid STATE PRISON, 


The Manner of treating the wretched Victims confined 
therein—the Reſolution of the Patriots to deſtroy that 
infernal Building the cruel Maſſacte of the Citizens who 
paſſed the Drawbridge—the Seizure and Execution of the 
treacherous Governor—the Enlargement of the emaciated 
Priſoners, Sc. &c. 


TOGETHER WITH THAT TRULY-NOBLE AND ANIMATED 
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Delivered to the PATRIOTIC PARTY after the 
Deſtruction of the BASTILE, 


By M. MOREAU De St. MERRY. 
To which is prefixed, a Short ACCOUNT of 


The ORIGIN of the FRENCH, 
The Manner in which they were Originally Governed, 


And in what jtate they were in at the time this ſingular Event took place 


* Rejorce ye Men of Virtue ! ye Men of Honour / ye Men of Wiſdom! 
% The Patriotiſm of France i; no longer Prejudice, it it now 
„ founded on N. aſon. it ts now fixed on Truth. The abominable 
and inhuman Engine of unrelenting Deſpoti/m is deflroyed ” 
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The Dounfal of Tyranny ! 
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DESCRIPTION of the BASTILE, 


With the infamous Manner in which the wretched 
Priſoners were treated during the Time of their 
being immured within thoſe infernal Walls. 


HE BASTILE, or State Priſon of France, 

was ſituated on the bank of the Seine, bear 
the arſenal, at the end of a firect called St. Antoine. 
It was a very large, ſtrong, and extenſive building, 
ſecured by — and gates, at all of which 
were ceatries, and poſts of guards, as alſo at the 
entrance, and in the different courts, night and day. 
The principal parts of the building itſelf conſiſted 
of eight towers, namely: 


t. The Tower de Puits, or Well Tower. 

2. Tower de la Liberte, or Liberty Tower. 

3. Tower de Ja Bertaudiere. 

4. Tower de la Baxiuieré. 

3. Tower de la Comité. 5 Tower 
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6. Tower de Treſor, or Treaſury Lower, ſo called 
from its having been the place where the Duc de 
Sully depoſited the money he had amaſſed for the 
ule of his maſter Henry IV. 

7. Tower de la Chapelle, or the Chapel Tower, 

8. Tower du Coin, or the Corner Tower. 


Theſe Towers were united together by walls not 
leſs than ten feet thick taiſed to the ſame height, and 
between the interſtices were apartments for prifoners, 
The open parts between the towers conſiſted of dil- 
ferent courts, in which were apartments for the 
ſubaltern officers; and in one of theſe was the grand 
hall, were priſoners were at times interrogated, 
This was called the Salle du Conſeil, or Council— 
Chamber, and it was here that priſoners were gene- 
rally permitted to receive viſiis from ſtrangers. 
Adjoining to the Tower de la Liberte was a ſmall 
chapel on the ground floor, were priſoners were put 
one at a time to hear maſs; but ſo ſituated, that they 
could nither ſee or be ſeen. | 


Under each of the towers were dungeons, ſecured 
by doors of prodigious thickneſs, faſtened by enor- 
mous bolts and locks, in which were immured the 
wretched victims of deſpotiſm ; and the different 
chambers which aroſe above, and which were 
adapted for the ſame purpoſe, were ſecured in like 
manner. 


The differcnt ranks of chambers were five in 
number, two of which were deſigned for thoſe pri- 
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foners on whom they choſe to exerciſe diſtinguiſhed 
ſeverity. One of theſe was called the Calottes, the 
rooms of which were ſo ſmall that a perſon could 
only walk upright in the middle, and fo barricadoed, 
that they were almoſt ſecluded, even from the leaſt 
gleam of light. In the other rank of chambers 
were iron cages or dungeons, not more than fax feet 
by eight, formed of ſtrong beams, lined with thick 
plates of iron, 


The ſummits of the towers of the caſlle compoſed 
a continued platform interraces ſolidly conſtrufted ; 
and here, at the diſcretion of the governor, prifoners 
were ſometimes permitted to walk for refreſhment, 
but on ſuch occaſions were always accompanied hy 
guards. On this. platform were thirteen peices of 
cannon, which were fired on public days of rejoicing. 


The priſoners ſept here were under certain direc- 
tions and teſtrictions, as appointed by the police, all 
of which were of fo inhuman a nature as might 
make even a monſter bluſh. 


The firſt thing done aſter a pitſoner's entrance 
into the Baſtile, was, to tak; an inventory of what- 
ever he had about him; and to ſearch his trunks; 
pockets, &c. in order to diſcover (as they pretended) 
whether there were any papers relative to the matter 
for which he was ſent there, This being done, he 
was conducted to ſuch of the apartments as tlie 
governor thought proper to appoint, where he was 
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cloſely confined. and prohibited from the uſe of 
either books, pen, ink or paper. He was not permitted 
to write to any perſon whatever, not even to the 
lieutenant of the police, from whom alone redreſs 
was to be expected. 


The furniture of the room, dungeon, or cell, 
where each priſoner was cenfined, conliſted of a 
ſtraw bed, with a pitcher of water, a candleſtick. 
chamber-pot, and an old chair, with a flint, ſteel, 
and tinder ; and they were allowed a candle every 
day, One of the turnkeys carried each their meals, 
which were proportioned according to the circum- 
ſtances or quality of the priſoner. A regular mode 
of diet was appointed for every day in the week, 
and on particular Saint's days an augmetation was 
made to their allowance, The allowance to common 
priſoners for firing in winter was hve billets of wood 
per day; but thoſe of quality, and wbo could pro- 
cure a recommendation from the lieutenant of the 
police might have any quantity according to his 
own diſcretion. They were all guarded by an armed 
ſentinel while at their meals, as was alſo the chapel 
door during during the time of their attending maſs, 
which was every morning at nine o'clock. 


Nothing could be obtained by any priſoner with- 
out aſkiug for, not even the permiſlion of being 
ſhaved. The time allowed ſor walking was an 
hour in a day, when the great court was aſſigned 
for the common priſoners, and the terrace on the top 
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the tower for thoſe of qual:ly, who ſometimes were 
indulged with one hour in the morning, and ayo- 
ther in the cvening. 


The officers appointed to interrogate the priſoners 
were, the lieutenant of the police. aſſiſted by a 
counſellor of ſtate, a maſter of requeſts, and a 
commiſſioner or counſellor of the Chatelet: Theſe 
execrable monſters would frequently lay ſnares, and 
practiſe the moſt vile artifices to injure the wretched 
priſoner, by artfully obtaining that conſeſſion from 
him which, by increaſing his puniſhment, generally 
terminated bis exiſtence. 


If a priſoner could procure ſufficient intereſt to 
receive a viſit from a ſtranger (which could only be 
permitted by the lieutenant of the police) he was 
attended by a guard, and no other priſoner ſuffered 
to be preſent, The guard heard all he had to fay, 
and when the ſtranger took his leave, the priſoner 
was immediately led to and locked in his dreadful 
dungeon. 


The different officers belonging to the Baſlile were 
very numerous, all of whom had fixed ſalaries, in 
proportion to their reſpeQive flatious, 


The caſtle (with all its inſernal regions) Was en- 
compaſſed by a ditch about 1 20 ſect wide, ſurrounded 
by a wall 60 feet high, on the top of which was a 
ä ET that went round the whole, Here ſentinels 
＋ 2 were 
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were placed at different diſtances night and day, in 
order to keep continual watch that no priloner made 
any attempt to eſcape. 


Towards the ſuburbs of St, Antoine, without the 
caſtle, was a large baſtion, antiently one of the 
bulwarks of the entrance of Paris: this was 
planted with trees, and made into a garden. On 
the leſt of the caſtle was the gate of St Antoive, 
flanked by a baſtion parallel to that of the caſtle 
garden. 


Such was the flate of the famous (or rather infa- 
mous) Baſtile, and ſuch the treatment of the wretched 
victims confined in it, at the time the citizens of Paris, 
Joined by the ſoldiery, formed the reſolution of 
razing it to the ground; the particulars of which 
here follow: 


The citizens and ſoldiery being in poſſeſſion of 
great quantities of arms and ammunition, fich chey 
had ſeized from the convent of St. Lazare, and the 
hoſpital of Invalids, determined next to attack the 
Baſtile, Accordingly in the evening of the ſame 
day on which they had ſummoned the latter place 
[0 furrender, a detachment, with two peices of cannon, 
went to the caſtle to demand the amin unition depo- 
ſited in that fortreſs | 


A flag of truce had been {cnt before them. which 
Was anſwered from within: but nevertheleſs, tlie 
Zoverngr 
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{the Marquiſs de Launay) ordered the guard to fire, 
and feveral weie killed. The populace enraged at 
this proceeding, ruſhed forward to the aſſult. when 
the governor agreed to admit a certain number, on 
condition that they ſhoul not commit any violence. 
A detachment of about forty accordingly paſſed the 
drawbridge, which was inſtantly drauu up, and the 
whole party treacherouſly and cruelly maſſacred. 


In conſequence of this horrid breach of faith, as 
well as barbarity, the whole body immediately 
attacked the fortreſs with the ntmoſt violence. The 
garriſon defended themſelves with great refolution for 
a conſiderable time, but the aſſailants, fired with 
indignation at the cruelty that bad been exerciſed on 
their countrymen, determined at all events to retaliate 
on the agreſlors, or periſh in the attempt. Aſter a 
violent bombardment, a breach was made in the 
gate, and the fortreſs ſurrendered. The goveiner, 
the principal gunner, the jailor, andtwo old invalids, 
who had been noticed as being more active than 
the reſi, were ſeized, and carried before the council 
aſlembled at the Hotel de Ville, by whom the 
Marquis de Launav was ſentenced to be beheadcd, 
with the indulgence of having a prieſt to attend him. 
This ſentence was immediately carricd mito execution. 
He was conducted with great ceremony to the place 
de Greve, where he was bchcaded, as were alfo the 
principal gunner, the juilor, and the two mvalids. 
The Prevot des Marchands met with a ſimilar fate, 
being ſuſpected of betraying the citizens; and the 
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heads of all theſe perſons were fixcd on pikes, and 
carried round the city amidſt the univerſal accla- 
mations and rejoicings of the people. 


As ſoon as the foldiers and citizens had made 
themſelves maſlers of the Baſlile, they immediately, 
proceeded to releaſe the priſoners, who at that time 
happened to be only five in number. They broke 
open the curſed dungeons, aud liberated the wretched 
inhabitants, whoſe appearance formed a ſcene more 
ſhocking than the mind can conceive, or pen deſcribe. 
A ſcene which drew from humantty the falling tear. 
Emaciated with ſuch cloſe and long cofinement, 
they appeared mere ſpectres Their bodies waſted, 
and their limbs fo contracted, that they had totally 
loſt the uſe of them, and were obliged to be removed 
by the menval ſtreugth of their patriotic and heart- 
feeling deliverers. 


Among theſe wretched objects (and wretched, 
indeed, he looked at the time of his deliverance) 
was the Emil of Maſſarcene, the circumſtances 
aitending whoſe confinement are as follow: 


This nobleman is a peer of Ireland, and the head 
of the noble ſamily of Skeſhngton, 


His Lordſhip, in his early days, figured very 
conſpicuoully in the walks of fathion. 


When making the grand tour, ſoon aſter his 
coming into poſſeſſion of his family titles and 
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eftates, his lordſhip unfortunately at Paris became 
acquainted with a native of Tripoli, in Syria, who 
from his artful ſophiſtry, prevailed upon the noble 
lord to co-operate with him in a plan he had formed 
of ſupplying the kingdom of France with the article 
of lalt, to be brought [rom the coaſt of Syria; and 
held out ſuch appareut advantages to be accrued 
therefrom, as induced the credulous young nobleman 
to enter into engagements for the payment of fuck 
ſums of money as might he neceſſary for the accom- 
plilment of the object. 


In a very ſhort time aſter, the Syrian adventurer 
fet fail for Tripoli, and returned to Paris in due 
courſe of time, with ſuck flattering accounts of the 
ſucceſs of the expedition, as led Lord Maſſareene 
to plunge himſelf into thoſe calamities which have 
proved the bane of thoſe comforts, which from his 
noble birth he had a juſt icafun to expect. 


After being ſome years confined in the Grand 
Chatelet at Paris, in a moſt unpleaſant ſituation to 
a man of any rank 1n life, the natural love of liberty 
ſo far prevailed as to lead his lordſhip to lay a plan 
for his eſcape to his native conntry; but the car- 
riage which was waiting for his reception was kept ſo 
long hovering about the priſon, that it cauſed ſuſpi- 
cion among the goal-keepcrs. 


His lotdſhip was apprehende\ as he was entering 
the carnage, and immediately nt into 2 dungeon 
many 
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many feet below the ſurface of the river Siene, upon 
which the Chatclet is built. 


He remained there in ſuch a ſtate of wretchedreſs, 
that his beard grew to a moſt immoderate length, 
avd rendered him 2 molt firiking picture of the 
vicillitudes of humau lite. 


According to the arrangement made by his lord- 
ſhip, the debt would have been paid in the courſe 
of two years more. 


Aſter liberating theſe unhappy and wretched 
victims of deſpotic and arbitrary vengeance, the 
conquerors dived into the utmoſt receſſes of this 
iuſernal receptacle. 


Among other articles found in theſe reſearches, 
was a regiſter of ſome perſons. committed to that 
State Priſon at different times, with the cauſes of 
their detention, of which the following is a faithful 
extract : | 


One Girard, for exercifing the office of ſpy cn 
certain great perſonages, without any authority from 
the miniſter; confined in 1751, went out 1768, and, 
tranſmiited to Vincenes, by NM. Framboiſier, inſpector 
of che Police. 


Le Chevalier de Mony, for having neglected to 


execute the orders of M. le Lieutenant de Police. 
M. de 
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M. de Monchenu, equerry to the king, for killing 
his valet. 


M. Robert de Moncamp, held here, taken by 
miſtake for another. We do not find however that 
he got out. 


M. , for inſulting Madlle Julie, an actreſs 
at the opera. | 


Meſſrs. , authors, engravers, and venders 
of the Devil's Almanack. 


Frances Aubillard, for having perſons aſſembled 
in her houſe, whom ſhe inſtructed in the practice of 
the convulſionaries. | 


M. le Abbe Brunet, prieſt, director of the con- 
vulſionaries. 


,, a ſervant, held for precautionary reaſons, 
and to prevent him from prying into his maſters 
affai is. 


M. Abbé Morellet, ſuſpected of labouting at 
ecclefiaſtical innovations. 


M. Marmontel, and a perſon named Bury, his 
ſervant, author of a lampoon againſt M. le Duc 
d'Aumont, | 
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M. Rembert— The naiveis of the following is 
beſt preſerved in the language of the recorder— 
gagne denier, crocheteur, de la conſiitulion. 


Having ſatisfied their curioſity in ſhis particular 
they demoliſhed a gicat part of the building, and 
then withdrew, when M. Moreau de St. Merrv, the 
commander of the Soldiery, addreſſed the whole 
body in the following animated, nervous and 
pathetic ſpeech : a ſpeech which does him honour 
both as a warrior, a patriot, and 2 man, 


Elefors of Paris, Citizens, Frenchmen ! 


5 HE, glorious epoch is now arrived, when 
France quits her chains, emerges ſrom he 
darkneſs, and is warmed'to animation, by the bright 
beams of the Sun of Liberty. The moment is 6 
vaſt import, the prize is invaluable ; for the noble 
Tights of mankind, and the happineſs of millions, 
muſt now or never be aſſerted and ſecured. If we 
ſucceed, future ages {hall honour us as HEROES 
ſhall worſhip us as DEITIES, while our imme 
diate and immenſe reward is — the Salvation of oi 
. Country! O God-like enthuhaſm! The tear of jo 
burſts from my eyes; my full heart ſtruggles wit 
-extacy, when I hehold you all aſſembled in a cau 
»worthy | of yourſelves——the' Causx of Freepbon 
Then be ſtrenuous, be united, be moderate —) 
be unſhaben! 
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With minds enlightened, and with hearts 


ſincete, we have long groaucd 1a bondage, and been, 


treated with iguominy. Brave in character, generous 


in diſpolnion, magnanimous in exertion, we have 


vet been SLAVES; but even then were PAIRIOTS, 
Rejoice, ye men of virtue! ye men of honour! ye 
men of wildom! The patrio'iſax of France is no 
longer Prejudice, it is now. ſounded, in reaſon, it is 


now fixed on truth. The abominable and inhuman 


engine of untclenting deſpotiſm is deſtroyed — The 
Baſtile is annihilued, and the wretch who governed 
it, and who was worthy of his truſt, is now no more: 
he has juſtly paid the price of his treachery ; his 
inſamy has met with his reward. 

Vet let the remembrance of the tyranny of that 
State Priſon live for ever in your bolams; tecollect 
its miſerable victims were ſacriticed. with a ſhame- 
lels ſecrecy, at the altar of private malice. Alas! 
yes; without juſtice, and without appeal, your ſel- 
low creatures, your countrymen, have auguiſhed 


away their lives in hortid dungeons, and throngh. 


years of ſolitary ſulierance Lowe had no conlolation 
but from frenzy —no hope but death! I muſt pauſe; 
for the idea of ſuch barbarity, and of ſuch endurance, 


choaks my utterance, and overcomes me. O may 


it allo conliim you in your duty: 


% My friends! It is neceſſary ſor us frequently to 
call to mind, that Kings are only reſpedable as they 
are e uſeful; if they reign but for themſelves, or fa- 
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crifice the public good to their private gratificatious, 
they are to be conſidered as deſtructive monſters, and 
and are only fit to be extirpated. A monarch poſ- 
felles a fatitious, but no natural ſuperiority what- 
ever. The original intent of his elevation was for 
the general advantage, and the people are in con- 
ſcience no longer bound to obey him, than he has 
merit to deſerve obcdience. 


Our preſent gracious king is, indeed, moderate 
and conciliating; he ſeems to place his confidence 


in the affection of his Fellow Citizens; he appears 


willing, in ſuture to exert his proper authority in the 
manner that he oucaT;— but ſovereigns, from their 
ſituations, are generally revengeſul, and not ſeldom 
infincere; flattery -weakens their principles, and 
pride ſwallows up their humanity. Befides, the 
beſt of them are but too often the dupes of deſigning 
men, and are liable to be governed by infamous 
women, or preſumputuous miniſters, and are, for the 
moſt part, totally incapable of forming a fair eſtimate 
of their relative duties. 


To prove this aſfertion true, we have only to 
conſider the late pernicious councils that had nearly 
induced our mild monarch to bring ſlaughter to his 
capital. Yes; it certainly was the intention of the 
court to attack Paris with an army, which, led on 
by ſome preſumptuous and ſlaviſh-minded noblemen, 
was to enforce ſubmiſſion by devaſtation, and to 
eſtabliſh authority by BLOOD. Nay more; this 
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horrid plan was concerted under tin aui of au 
Exalted Female Fiend, and was to bove bevy &ðecuted 
by 1/tuftricus aſſaibns and Royal mitcreants. Yet, by 
the bleſſing of heaveu, it has ſailed, An my of 
Frenchmen diſdained to maſſacre eir brethren ;; 
but noh joined themſelves in ſupport of the com- 
mon ceuſe. 


* By ſuch conduct they have not only covered 
themſelves with laurels, which vo time can withes, 
but they have alſo taught an uſeful leſſon to deſpo- 
tiſm, and have ſhaken the ſecurity of att Trraxts, 


But though the country has thus eſcaped perdi- 
tion, let us not be vainly deluded, or ſuppoſe a merit 
where it does not exiſt; let us follow the example 
of the ANCIENT BRITONS, and with-hold 
from our Chref Magiſtrate the POWER of doing 
EVIL.—Let him conſer benefits, but not inflia 
chaſliſement. Let him pardon but not condemn. 


„Advanced fo far iu the great work of national 
reformation, powerful and colleded as we are, it 
behoves us to avoid licentiouſneſs and diſorder. The 
enemics of the people deſerve puniſhment, but, as 
Men, they have a right to a fair tal, 


We ought indeed at this time to be ſevere, and 
perhaps implacable; but at this time alſo we tnuſt 
be JUST. 


The 
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„ The firſt energy of a free people conſiſts in the 
due enforcement of wholeſome aud inpartial laws, 


without which all muſt be anarchy, violence, and 
deſolation. 


« The adminiſtration of the laws of England 1s 
the firſt boaſt of the inhabitants of that country; yet 
by facilitating the mode of obtaining juſtice for all 
tanks of men, I truſt we ſhall go beyond them, aud 
be as much ſuperior to them in this reſpect, as I 
doubt not we ſhall be by the poſſeſſion of CH 
Fakkponx. 


Let us then tab e warning from the viſible decay 
in the Britiſli conſtitution; let us prevent corruption, 
and render courtly dene impoſſible, and let us 
never ſuſſer ourſelves to be governed by artificial 
Majorities, or inſolent Miniſters; for, from ſuch 
cauſes, it is moe than probable that Great-Britain 
will gradually fink imo the wietched flate of civil 
Navery, from which we have ſo reccutly eſcaped. 
Nor have we any reaſon to reſpect or imitate the 
Apparant principles of the preſent leading men in 
that country; for do we not know that a Lord 
C , a near relative, and an intimate friend of 
the renowned Mr. P—, has dared, with a preſump- 
tion equal to his folly, to publith.a flimſy work, 
hcre, in ſupport of arbritary power, and in oppoſuion 
to the deareſt rights of men? If ſuch vipers are 
generated in Britain, they ſhall ſcatter their venom 
ineffedtually in this liberated land; and ſhould 
Engliſumen be ſo lot as to approve, France ſhall 
baye the Virtue to deteſt them, 
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O my dear conntrymen, what a raptuous proſ- 
pet now opens ufelf to our view—what a fight of 
glory and exultation! Twenty-four millions of in- 
habitants, in the fineſt and moſt fertile country in 
the world, regaining, at once, their natural rights, 
and ſtarting into liberty — Uuſpeakable delight! 
ignorance, oppreſſion, ſetvility, and prejudice, ſhall 
diſappear, while wiſdom, genius, and virtue, ſhall 
riſe triumphant; we ſhall henceforth be unrivalled 
in renown, unmatched in induſtry, unequalled in 
liches, invincible in arms — Frenchmen ſhall de 
the admiration of the globe, and France its ever- 
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laſting Paradiſe! 


This ſpirited and patriotic ſpeech, delivered with 
all the force of zeal, and all the power of oratory, 
was reccived by the people with the loudeſt accla- 
mations, and univerlal rejoĩcings took placethrough- 
outahe city th ſaburbs, of Paris. The deſiruction 
of the Baſlile was a grand ſtep towards the deino- 
lition of ſlavery, and the proſpect of freedom glad- 
dened the hearts of all ranks of people. The 
- wreiched nag mane ah had been releaſed 

from that drea manſion were relieved by public 

ſubſcription, 40 which many ſpirited . ol Paris 
liberally contributed, 
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